
The Resurrection 
By Dr. O. Gornitzka 

hrist Arose! – See  1 Co rin thi ans 15:1-11, &
21-22.

I.  Ac cord ing to the Scrip tures.  Twice ref er ence is
made in the Scrip tures when the Apos tle re states the Gos -
pel.  What has hap pened to Je sus was fore told by the
Spirit in the Old Tes ta ment.  Read in this con nec tion the
con ver sa tion be tween Je sus and the two dis ci ples on their 
way to Emmaus.  Luke 24:17-35.  Their as sur ance was to
rest, not first of all upon a bodily man i fes ta tion of Je sus
to their phys i cal eye, but upon see ing the truth in the
Scrip tures.  There fore Je sus first opens their eyes that
they might un der stand the Scrip tures.  To see in Christ
the lit eral ful fil ment of O. T. proph ecy con cern ing the
Mes siah re sults in a “burn ing heart” warmed by a
God-given faith.  He rose ac cord ing to the Scrip tures. 
For an other un fold ing of this truth read Pe ter’s sermon
on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:22-36.

2.  “He ap peared.”  Vv. 5-11.  Next the fact is es tab -
lished through re li able wit nesses.  The Apos tle se lects
six ap pear ances to prove the fact that Je sus lit er ally rose
from the grave.  Two of these are of spe cial im por tance. 
He had ap peared to more than five hun dred breth ren at
once “of whom the greater part re mains un til now.”
That is, at the time when Paul wrote the epis tle he could
call on the wit ness stand a host of men who had seen Je -
sus af ter His res ur rec tion.  It was an event which had
tran spired within the life time of his gen er a tion.  Those
who de nied the truth had op por tu nity to in ves ti gate for
them selves as to the ve rac ity of the mes sage.  The Chris -

tian mes sage is not taken out of the air but is built on facts 
of his tory.  This be cause God in His in fi nite love and wis -
dom be came a man and lived His life among men.  In the
sec ond place it is im por tant to note the words: “To me
also.”  Christ had in a spe cial way ap peared also to Paul. 
And that changed his life to the ex tent that the per se cu tor
be came the per se cuted for Christ’s sake.  Noth ing less
than the truth of this state ment by Paul can ex plain the
life and work of this one time zealous Pharisee and
persecutor of the Church of Christ.

There fore the pos i tive and em phatic state ment in v.
20: “But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the 
first-fruits of them that are asleep.”  It is not in vain to
put one’s trust in Him.

II.  The or der of the Res ur rec tion, vv. 20-28.  Read
also vv. 50-52.

The three main groups are in di cated as to the or der in
which the res ur rec tion of the body takes place:

a. Christ the first-fruits, v. 20 and 23.  The term
“first-fruits” is taken from the in gath er ing at har vest
times.  Some sheaves were brought in first, giv ing prom -
ise of the gen eral in gath er ing to fol low.  In the O.T. the
first-fruits were brought as an of fer ing unto God.  The
res ur rec tion of Christ was not a unique event in the sense
that it was to apply to Him only.  His res ur rec tion is both
the prom ise and the proph ecy that through Him shall all
be raised from the dead.

This is true be cause of the re la tion ship of Christ to
the hu man race.  Through Adam as the fa ther of the race
came sin and death upon all.  Christ came in the flesh and
be came the sec ond Adam.  He con quered sin and death
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and as such has be come the
life-giv ing spirit, v. 21, 22
and 45.

b. “Then they that are
Christ’s at His com ing.”

Read to gether with this
state ment also 1 Thess.
4:13-17.  Ac cord ing to the
com fort ing teach ing of these
pas sages the fol low ing will
tran spire when Christ Je sus
co mes again.  First shall
those who died in Christ be
raised from the dead and
meet Christ in the air.  Then
shall those, who, at that time
are alive and be long to the
Lord, be changed and to -
gether with those who have
been raised be with the Lord.  
See also 1 Cor. 15:50:50-54.  
All must be changed be cause 
flesh and blood can not in -
herit the king dom of God. 
Our bod ies must be adapted
to the heav enly sphere.  That
change takes place as we see
Him as He is.  1 John 3:2.

c. “Then co mes the
end.”

This re fers to the end of
this age which fol lows the
fin ished work of re demp tion
as now the last en emy, death, 
has been de stroyed.  Un til
then Christ reigns in and
through the min is try of the
Church, which is His body,
by the means of grace.  Now
He turns ev ery thing over to
the Fa ther who from eter nity
had pur posed to re store all
things through the Son, and
for which pur pose “all
power in heaven and on
earth” had been given unto
Him.  Matt. 28:18; John
17:2; Eph. 1:19-23; Col.
1:20.  Paul does not, in this
chap ter, deal spe cif i cally
with the res ur rec tion of the
un saved as Je sus does in
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John 5:29.  In the light of the rest of Scrip ture that event,
how ever, is in volved in the great events at “the end.” 
Read Rev. 20:11-15.  Thus the last en emy to be de stroyed 
is death.  “For God has put all things in sub jec tion un der
His feet.”  

III. The Na ture of the Res ur rec tion Body, vv. 35-58
a. A De scrip tion, vv. 35-49
“How are the dead raised? And with what man ner of

body do they come?”
An anal ogy is taken from na ture to il lus trate the an -

swer given to this ques tion.  The rain is put into the
ground and it dies, but from that dead body of the grain
rises an other body ac cord ing as God gives it.  It is God
who gives the bod ies within the veg e ta ble king dom as
well as within the so lar sys tem.  We are there fore to re -
mem ber these two state ments; “God giv eth it a body
even as it pleased him and to each seed a body of its
own.” V. 38.  And: “So also is the res ur rec tion of the
dead.” V. 42.  

A glo ri ous de scrip tion is then given in vv. 43, 44 of
the kind of a body God will give to each of us:

1. “It is sown in cor rup tion; it is raised in
incorruption.”

Cor rup tion is a re sult of sin and re sults in sick ness
and death.  With the death of sin ful flesh cor rup tion has
fin ished its work.  When God raises the body it is free
from sin as well as its re sults.

2. “It is sown in dis honor; it is raised in glory.”
Sin has dis hon ored the body even to the last of earthly
life, but when raised by the power of God no sin shall dis -
honor it any more.  It is a glo ri ous body even like unto the 
body of our glo ri fied Sav ior.  Phil. 3:20-21.

3. “It is sown in weak ness; it is raised in power.”
How of ten the saints of God have grieved over the weak -
nesses of their bod ies here.  They have de sired to serve
God but un der many lim i ta tions.  Let us re joice, then
shall we serve in bod ies never fail ing in strength.

4. “It is sown a nat u ral body; it is raised a spir i -
tual body.” 

The nat u ral body was adapted to this earth with its
lim i ta tions of time and space; our new bod ies shall be fit
for the eter nal abode.  Comp. vv. 46-50. 

b. The Ne ces sity, vv. 50-54.
The King dom of God, in its glory state, can not be in -

hab ited by flesh and blood, that which is cor rupt ible.  For
that rea son, not only shall the dead in Christ be raised in -
cor rupt ible, but the liv ing saints shall also be changed
and put on im mor tal ity.  Only then is death swal lowed up
in victory.

c. The Song of Tri umph, vv. 55-57.   
The Christ who first con quered sin, which is the sting 

of death, has now also shared with us the vic tory over

death.  Re demp tion is com plete to the praise and glory of
God through Je sus Christ.

d. The Ad mo ni tion, v. 58.
This song of tri umph has, how ever, a very prac ti cal

as pect.  It is fol lowed by the ad mo ni tion in v. 58.  In view
of this glo ri ous truth, it is “not vain” to serve the Lord. 
In fact, it is the only thing that is worth while.

Mem ory Verse:
“Where fore my be loved breth ren, be ye stead fast,

un mov able, al ways abound ing in the work of the Lord,
for as much as ye know that your la bor is not vain in the 
Lord.”  I Cor. 15:58.

A Study Guide, 1 CORINTHIANS, by O. Gornitzka,
Bible Banner Press, Copyright – 1930.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Talking Tree 
(Please read Colossians 1:15-20)

“He Himself bore our sins in His body 
on the cross.”  1 Pe ter 2:24

One of the ear li est Chris tian po ems in Eng lish lit er a -
ture is “The Dream of the Rood.”  The word rood co mes
from the Old Eng lish word rod or pole and re fers to the
cross of which Christ was cru ci fied.  In this an cient poem
the cru ci fix ion story is re told from the per spec tive of the
cross.  When the tree learns that it is to be used to kill the
Son of God it re jects the idea of be ing used in this way. 
But Christ en lists the help of the tree to pro vide re demp -
tion all who will believe. 

In the Gar den of Eden, a tree was the source of the
for bid den fruit that our spir i tual par ents tasted caus ing
sin to en ter the hu man race.  And when the Son of God
shed His blood as the ul ti mate sac ri fice for all of hu man -
ity’s sin, He was nailed to a tree on our be half.  Christ
“bore our sins in His body on the cross” (1 Pe ter 2:24).

The cross is the turn ing point for all who trust Christ
for sal va tion.  And ever since the cru ci fix ion, it has be -
come a re mark able sym bol that rep re sents the sac ri fi cial
death of the Son of God for our de liv er ance from sin and
death.  The cross is the in ex press ibly won der ful ev i dence 
of God’s love for us.

Lord, may my heart give You praise when ever I see a 
cross, For You gave Your self for me in love.

Christ gave His life on the tree for our sal va tion

Our Daily Bread, © Copyright 2016, Our Daily Bread
Ministries, Permission Granted
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As God’s People, This Is Not A Time To
Let Our Guard Down

January 16, 2017

Dear Friend,
Many have prayed for Amer ica to be given that op -

por tu nity, and God an swered prayer.
Don ald Trump, like all lead ers, is not with out flaws, 

but I be lieve he will be will ing to lis ten.  That’s im por -
tant.  He has al ready made sev eral good Cab i net choices
that will help bring strong lead er ship to our na tion.  I
have known Mike Pence, the new vice pres i dent, for
some time—he has a deep faith, with a firm com mit -
ment to God and His Word.  I pray that these two men
will stand up to the sec u lar hu man is tic agenda that has
been tak ing hold in this country. 

As God’s peo ple, this is not a time to stand down or
drop our guard.  Pow er ful forces are op pos ing any
change of di rec tion.  Our new lead ers need wis dom,
strength, and guid ance from Al mighty God.  The Bi ble
says, “Pray with out ceas ing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17,
NASB).  For our na tion and its fu ture, that ad mo ni tion
never had more ur gency.  Our faith and hope is in God,
not human leaders.  

In the Bi ble we read of a pat tern that re peated it self
over and over in Is rael’s his tory.  The na tion would lose
its fo cus on God and be came ac com mo dat ing to ward
sin.  That led to God’s judg ment and trou bled times. 
When the peo ple hum bled them selves, re pented, and
cried out fer vently to God in prayer for help, He re -
sponded by giv ing them a fresh op por tu nity.  But be fore
long, the peo ple of Is rael would re lax and once again
lose their focus on obedience to God.

Let’s not al low that cy cle to de velop on our watch. 
We must keep pray ing not only for Amer ica and its lead -
ers, but also for our churches, for spir i tual awak en ing
across the land, and for peo ple who need Je sus Christ. 
And we must make sure our own hearts and lives are
fully com mit ted and obe di ent to God.  

The Bi ble prom ises that “The ef fec tive prayer of a
righ teous man can ac com plish much” (James 5:16). 
We can eas ily over look the first part of that same verse,
which be gins, “Con fess your sins …” 

As I write this let ter, I am re turn ing from Iraq, where 
Chris tians have suf fered greatly.  The bru tal mur der of
be liev ers has be come com mon place, and hun dreds of
thou sands of Chris tians in Iraq have been forced to flee
their homes in the last few years be cause of the ac tions
of fun da men tal ist Is lam.   So ber ing new study re ports
that around the world, in just the last 12 months, 90,000
be liev ers have been killed be cause of their com mit ment
to Je sus Christ – that’s one per son ev ery six min utes. 

Vastly more be liev ers are be ing per se cuted in ways that
sel dom or never get much news cov er age.  An other
study re ports that half a bil lion Chris tians to day live in
cir cum stances where they are pro hib ited from freely ex -
press ing their faith.  

Al though many peo ple in Amer ica are hope ful
about the po lit i cal change that be gan with the re cent
elec tions, what Amer ica ul ti mately needs is spir i tual
change – trans for ma tion that starts in in di vid ual hearts.

May God richly bless you, 
Frank lin Gra ham, Pres i dent    

Excerpts taken from Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association newsletter

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

HERE IS LOVE 
A pro fessed Chris tian was taken se ri ously ill.   He

be came trou bled about the lit tle love he felt in his heart
for God and spoke of his ex pe ri ence to a friend.  This is
how the friend an swered him:

“When I go home from here, I ex pect to take my
baby on my knee, look into her sweet eyes, and lis ten to
her charm ing prat tle.  And, tired as I am, her pres ence
will rest me; for I love that child with un ut ter able ten -
der ness.  

“But she loves me lit tle.  If my heart were break ing,
it would not dis turb her sleep.  If my body were racked
with pain, it would not in ter rupt her play.  If I were dead, 
she would for get me in a few days.  

“Be sides this, she has never brought me a penny but
is a con stant ex pense to me.  I am not rich, but there is
not money enough in the world to buy any baby.   

“How is it?  Does she love me, or do I love her?  Do
I with hold my love un til I know she loves me?  Am I
wait ing for her to do some thing wor thy of my love be -
fore ex tend ing it?”  

This prac ti cal il lus tra tion of the love of God for His
chil dren caused the tear to roll down the sick man’s face.  
“Oh, I see,” he ex claimed.  “It is not my love to God but
God’s love for me that I should be think ing of.  Oh, I do
love Him!” 

“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us.”  1 John 4:10

Gospel Herald

Ed i tor’s Note: “…and sent His Son to be the pro pi -
ti a tion for our sins.”  “We love Him be cause He first
loved us.” 1 John 4:10b & 19.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Pli able Clay OR Hard ened Clay?
“And the ves sel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the pot ter; so he made it

again into an other ves sel, as it seemed good to the pot ter to make.  ‘O house of Is rael, can I 
not do with you as this pot ter?’” (Jer e miah 18:4 & 6a) (Please prayer fully read Jer e miah 1:4 – 9 & 

18:1-12)

Al most ‘al ways’ in God’s in spired Word, the BIBLE;
the word ‘hear’ means more than just ‘lis ten ing’ with
the phys i cal ear – but obey ing both phys i cally and spir i -
tu ally in a ‘be liev ers’ heart and life!

GOD ‘al ways’ wants the best for you and me and HE
makes no ‘mis takes’, nor does any thing catch HIM by
sur prise!   Imag ine the ‘fact’ that even be fore the
‘world’ was framed, HE had you in mind and a pre cise
plan for your life also.   BUT ‘we’ do have a lim ited
‘free-choice’ both while ‘we’ are spir i tu ally dead and in
re bel lion to wards God; BUT much more as a fol lower
of JESUS!  EVEN Adam and Eve had a ‘free-choice’ in
the Gar den of Eden; be fore cun ning and crafty Sa tan
tempted them to SIN in or der to be come ‘proud-full’. 
(p r I d e)    

No tice in ‘our’ text for this ‘ed i to rial’ the im por tance of
not only hear ing phys i cally God’s WORD –  but ‘obey -
ing’ it – as al ways.   Also God us ing a ‘ves sel’ by the
name Jer e miah.  Jer e miah ‘lis tened’.  “But now, O
LORD, You are our Fa ther; We are the clay, and You
our pot ter;” Isa iah 64:8, also Isa iah 45:9.

‘Hear ing’ was put into ac tion by faith!

As you know, if you are truly save,: you have been “re -
deemed” by the Blood of JESUS and now are the tem -
ple (in dwell ing place) of the Holy Spirit.  Thus you are
not your own.

Eat ing right, if health per mits – ex er cis ing reg u larly,
and sleep ing ad e quately – these are the in gre di ents of a
phys i cal healthy life; while ne glect ing to read/me di ate
and study the WORD of GOD will bring a per son’s
own de fi cient Spir i tual health!  While God’s Word
states: “Be loved, I pray that you may pros per in all
things and be in health, just as your soul pros pers” III
John 2.  Read also 1 Tim o thy 4:8, Romans 12:1-2.  Why 
is it that some think they know better than God, as God
wants only the best for us in this life and the life to
come?

Purs ing this a lit tle fur ther, it ap pears to me that what is
right and wrong have ex changed places and that ‘truth’
and ‘judg ment’ have fallen in the street!  For ex am ple:
NOW both what I will be shar ing with you is wrong and 

is def i nitely sin.  IN ‘our’ area there is a lot of ad ver tis -
ing that ‘smok ing’ to bacco is dan ger ous – yes; but how
about al co hol which in-di rectly kills more in no cent
peo ple on the ‘high ways’ then smok ing to bacco does! 
OR judg ment of is more severe on pornography then a
mur derer who kills an ‘in fant’ in their Mother’s womb
or on the street!  Examine what Isa iah 59:14-16a says.   

‘WE’– you and I – are in a ‘spir i tual bat tle’ that def i -
nitely in flu ences the sec u lar world; The ‘decks’ of re -
strain ing out ward sin – Stan dard to wards sin have
bro ken down and the ‘flood-gates’ of sin have been
re-opened.   Some of the spir i tual stal warts of yes ter
year, God has taken Home and where is their re place -
ment?  No tice:  GOD looked for a ‘stan dard’ to coun ter -
act the en emy (flood-gates) and found none and HE
was dis pleased!  Are YOU will ing to help fill-in the
‘gap’ and raise of a ‘stan dard’ (boldly the Bi ble) against
the en emy?  HE saw their lack of “jus tice” and “no
man” an in ter ces sor”!  Ev ery ‘mem ber’ of the body of
Je sus Christ has a place to full-fill OR the ‘body’ can
not func tion as God in tended it to func tion.  Are you
and I guilty of the ‘sin’ of OMISSION?   Jer e miah
18:12 & 15.  Jude 12-25.

One of the ‘great est’ needs of to day, is for ‘us’ to let the
Holy Spirit cre ate in ‘us’, as Chris tians, a re newed hun -
ger for His Word and Chris tian Fel low ship and a
zeal/ur gency to serve our risen Sav ior – out of obe di -
ence to His Word, through Cal vary’s LOVE.

Phys i cally, many years ago the ‘Car rier Pi geon’ was so
‘vi tal’ in mil i tary war fare; as the ‘Car rier Pi geon’ would 
carry the ‘mes sage’ to other sol diers; even at the cost of
its life.  Train ing/mold ing of the ‘car rier pi geon’ was es -
sen tial and cru cial.  So the POTTER wants to re-de sign
‘us’ (Re vive) in obe di ence in and through His Word.,
even IF HE must ‘chas ten’ ‘us’ in His Agape LOVE!  
Scourging/chas ten ing is not pleas ant in ‘our’ jour ney as 
for eign ers in this pres ent world; but ‘our’ Cit i zen ship is
in Heaven whose Founder and Maker is GOD.  No
‘branch’ (ves sel) that is not abid ing in the VINE will
pro duce ‘fruit’, but …  John 15:1-20.

How lit tle did the dis ci ples know what Je sus would or
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The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 
Please read: 1 Sam uel 20:35-42

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake
you.”  Hebrews 11:5

A dear friend of mine sent me a text mes sage that
said, “I’m so glad we can tell each other the good, the
bad, and the ugly!”  We have been friends for many
years, and we have learned to share our joys and our
fail ures.  We rec og nize we are far from per fect, so we
share our strug gles but we also re joice in each other’s
suc cesses.   

Da vid and Jon a than had a solid friend ship too, be -
gin ning with the good days of Da vid’s vic tory over Go -
li ath (1 Sam. 18:1-4).They shared their fears dur ing the
bad days of Jon a than’s fa ther’s jeal ousy (18:6-11,
20:1-2).  Fi nally, they suf fered to gether dur ing the ugly
days of Saul’s plans to kill David (20-42).

Good friends don’t aban don us when ex ter nal cir -
cum stances change.  They stay with us through the good 
and the bad days.  Good friends also may point us to
God in the ugly days, when we may feel tempted to walk 
away from our Lord.   

Real friend ships are a gift from God be cause they
ex em plify the per fect Friend, who re mains loyal
through the good, the bad, and the ugly days.  As the
Lord re minds us, “Never will I leave you; never will I
for sake you” (Heb. 13:5).   

Dear Lord, I thank You for the good friends You
have placed in my life but above all, I thank You for
your friend ship.

A friend is the first per son who co mes in when the
whole world has gone out

Our Daily Bread, © 2016 Our Daily Bread Ministries,
Permission Granted

could do with only five loaves and two fish (A boys’
meal)!  YET there were thou sands that were fed and
noth ing was to be wasted, so the dis ci ples gath ered up
twelve bas kets of left overs!

Maybe when you give to a bib li cal church or the Morn -
ing Glory min is try, as an ex am ple, you are think ing, “I
can only give/in vest…”  In obe di ence to the Holy Spir -
its’ prompt ing – Give in obe di ence, faith and love and
let JESUS mul ti ply it!  As a blood-washed ‘ves sel’, you 
are an am bas sa dor for Je sus – II Co rin thi ans 5:14-21.

Noth ing takes ‘our’ liv ing Sav ior by sur prise, so when
the fu ture is un clear in this world, God is with those of
us who are trust ing Christ as our Sav ior and Lord, and
the Holy Spirit in dwells ‘us’, as we are the tem ple of the 
Holy Spirit.  So no mat ter what the fu ture holds for you
and me – no mat ter what to day holds for you – you do
not face it alone if you know Je sus as your per sonal
Sav ior.

Art ists for hun dreds of years have tried to draw/paint
pic tures of what they think JESUS looks like; but the
truth is, we don’t know.

Each true ‘be liever’ will know/ex pe ri ence what the
risen Christ looks like (& ex pe ri ence),  some day we
will en ter into His eter nal pres ence for ever.  And when
we do, the Bi ble say, “Be loved, now we are chil dren of
God and it has not yet been re vealed what we shall be,
but we know that when He is re vealed, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is” 1 John 3:2.

With some what a fine line peo ple have dif fer ent rea -
sons for re ject ing Je sus as their per sonal Sav ior, such

as:  Some laugh, make light and scoff this Price less Gift
(the Pearl of Great Price), as there is a way that seems
right unto man.  Some just de lay and thus ‘gam ble’ with 
their Soul, with the in tent of get ting things right with
our Holy God later in life, and then there are those who
know they will seem fool ish in the eyes of the world
and fear peer-pres sure as it would place them with that
Blessed Lit tle Flock that JESUS calls His own and
place them with the mi nor ity, and tak ing up their per -
sonal ‘cross’ daily, is too ex pen sive.

Na tion against na tion, which also means lit er ally race
against race; but it could it be also in the sec u lar realm:
the em bat tle ment of the ‘left ist (lib eral – re-de fin ing
and re-interpreting the USA Con sti tu tion) against the
right ist (con ser va tive – Pa tri o tism fol low ing the USA
Con sti tu tion)?

In His Gen er ous GRACE; every limb/part of the body
is IMPORTANT!  In His (God’s) ‘gen er ous’ GRACE
HE does n’t give/en trust, to be wasted; but to be uti lized
unto His Honor and Glory!  When one part of the body
hurts: ei ther an other mem ber has to be over loaded or
seeks to man age with out!

Don’t min i mize what God has ‘given’(en trusted) to
you; but use it to the ‘full est’; as us ing the same is like
putt ing money in a ‘bank’ and get ting ‘in ter est’ on it! 

Are you go ing through the ‘fur nace of af flic tion’;
branch ‘prun ing’ by the VINE DRESSER in or der that
you may do the fol low ing – MALACHI CHAPTER
THREE?



From Our Fellowship Circle 

H. & D. L. & fam ily, Luverne, MN 
En closed is a do na tion in mem ory of Ar nold & Ber tha
Eggen and Adolph who all went to meet the Lord and
Sav ior dur ing this cold time of the year.

W. & S. L. By ron, MN 
Trust your Christ mas was a happy and Blessed one with
your Fam ily.  We had a good time with our fam ily also. 
THE LORD IS SO GOOD!  

Thanks for the Morn ing Glory.  It is a very good mag a -
zine.  It blesses our Souls.  

En closed is a check to be used where most needed…

We’ve been do ing well this win ter.  

The Lord’s Bless ings ………

P. L. M. Dayton, Ohio 
Please send a copy of the Morn ing Glory to…

…My her i tage is all Ger man.  I’m … years old and back
in my par ents’ house af ter liv ing in St. Paul, MN from
1980 to June, 2006; when I re turned to Dayton to care for
Dad who died in ….   Un til be ing in Min ne sota, I had
never heard of Hans Neilsen Hauge and Rosenius.  

“Ex pe ri enced Sal va tion” is not heard here in the …Lu -
theran Church.  One Pas tor here re fused to talk with me
about some of Hauge’s words on true faith that I had
shown him.  

Mr. & Mrs. G. H. Waverly, IA
May God con tinue to bless the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory. Galatians 6:9: “And let us not grow weary while
do ing good, for in due sea son we shall reap if we do not
lose heart”.

A gift is en closed in mem ory of our brother, Reu ben.   

W. B. LeRoy, MN 
Christ mas finds many peo ple filled with joy as we cel e -
brate the birth of Je sus with fam ily and friends  Though I
am cel e brat ing the sea son with loved ones, I find my self
in a thought ful place as I re flect on the life of my mother,
…  She had a pow er ful walk with the Lord un til her death
on Oc to ber 31, at the age of 92.  

My mother was a faith ful giver and prayer war rior.  She
found much joy in serv ing her Sav ior in these ways.  She
set aside hours each month to com plete her min is try con -
tri bu tions, and when she was un able to com plete them on
her own, she en listed my help.  Work ing with her the last
seven years of her earthly jour ney, we faith fully gave to
roughly … min is tries a month.  Please rec og nize this
check as a fi nal gift to one of her fa vored min is tries.  … 
Please re move my name from your mail ing list as well.
…  Thank you.   

V. & J. V. Hetland, SD 
Just a gift to share our Christ mas bless ings.  

We are blessed by your Morn ing Glory and ev ery is sue.   

Ed i tor’s Note: You may won der why this ed i tor en -
closes let ters from the Christ mas Sea son?

Well, one ba sic rea son is that for a born-again per son
who is walk ing faith fully with JESUS, Christ mas is a
mar vel ous truth that JESUS WAS BORN TO DIE FOR
ME, ev ery day of life: even now dur ing Ad vent, the
Easter Sea son and on!   

God’s Love and Judg ment

Imag ine what the world would be like if God were
only a God of love, who never judged evil or tried to stop
it.  Evil men (all – hu mans) could carry out their plans
with out fear.  They would never have to worry that God
would judge them or try to stop them.

Now imag ine what the world would be like if God
were only a God of judg ment, who pun ished us ev ery
time we did wrong.  If God were like that, none of us
would ever have a chance, for we sin ev ery day.  Some -
times, how ever, God does cor rect and dis ci pline us – not
be cause He hates us, but be cause He loves us and wants
us to turn from the de struc tive path we are on.

The Lord is gra cious and com pas sion ate, 
slow to an ger.  Psalm 145:8

Wisdom for Each Day, © 2008 Billy Graham, Mfd. For 
© 2011 Day Spring Cards, Inc. 
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Despite Criticism, Faith Leaders
Embrace New Planned Parenthood
Facility

More than 20 lo cal faith lead ers came to gether Jan -
u ary 10 to pro nounce bless ing (on Planned Par ent -
hood’s) new est… clinic in Wash ing ton, D.C.  

Planned Par ent hood of met ro pol i tan Wash ing ton
opened its new health cen ter in the north east sec tion of
the na tion’s cap i tal in Sep tem ber, af ter out grow ing the
down town fa cil ity in which it op er ated for more than 40
years.  

…The ded i ca tion ser vice was or ga nized by
…Chris tine and Den nis Wiley, co-pas tors of Cov e nant
Bap tist United Church of Christ, a pre dom i nantly Af ri -
can-Amer i can con gre ga tion listed as a mem ber of the
Al li ance of Bap tists and Dis trict of Co lum bia Baptist
Convention…

Peo ple at tend ing the event rep re sented Jew ish,
Mus lim, Hindu, and Chris tian tra di tions…

Wiley suc ceeded his fa ther as pas tor in 1985.  In
2004 his wife joined him as co-pas tor, mak ing Cov e nant 
the first black Bap tist con gre ga tion in the Wash ing ton
met ro pol i tan area to call a hus band and wife team to
serve to gether as pas tors, shar ing equal au thor ity and
responsibility.

The con gre ga tion joined the United Church of
Christ in 2010.

Baptistnews.com 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS: The United Church of
Christ is very likely the most lib eral of lib eral de nom i -
na tions in Amer ica.  Fur ther more, the Bi ble is quite
clear that a pas tor is to be “the hus band of one wife,”
not the wife of one hus band (1 Tim. 3), which makes
the pas to ral of fice a dis tinctly male role.   

This en dorse ment of Planned Par ent hood is a
ghastly ex pres sion of this off-the-bib li cal-track, lib eral
church.  It is what hap pens how ever, when the cul ture,
the trends and the polls get a foot hold in a church. 
Shame ful!  Dis gust ing!  Wicked!

Sword of the Lord 

Ben Carson Insists Homosexuals Don’t
Get Extra Rights 

Dr. Ben Car son re it er ated at his con fir ma tion hear -
ing… that in di vid u als iden ti fy ing as LGBT should n’t

get spe cial rights.
All Amer i cans de serve pro tec tion un der the law,

Car son said, but no one is en ti tled to “ex tra rights.”  
Trump has ap pointed Car son as Hous ing and Ur ban

De vel op ment (HUD) sec re tary.   
Ques tioned dur ing the hear ing by Ohio Dem o crat

Sen a tor Sherrod Brown on whether he would en force
protections for LGBT Amer i cans in pub lic hous ing,
Car son re con firmed his pre vi ously stated belief.  

“Of course, I would en force all the laws of the
land,” Car son said.  “Of course, I think all Amer i cans
should be pro tected by the law.”

Then he added, “What I have said be fore is I don’t
think any one should get ‘ex tra rights.’”

Lifesitenews.com 

Grandmas Start New “Grandmothers
for Abortion” Group to Promote
Aborting Grandkids. 

A group of el derly women wear ing yel low T-shirts
with the word “GRR!” splashed across the front gained
pub lic at ten tion re cently at the Maine state cap i tal as
they ad vo cated for abor tion, the Free Press re ports.   

GRR! Stands for “Grand mother for Re pro duc tive
Rights.”  The group seeks to  ed u cate women at the lo cal 
level about the pro-abor tion agenda and en cour age
women to speak with their lo cal gov ern ment of fi cials
about sup port ing abor tion and other re pro duc tive health 
issues…

Jody Kahrl founded the group…
Kahrl’s fa ther, Dr. Clar ence Gam ble, as so ci ated

with Procter and Gam ble, grad u ated from Har vard
Med i cal School… (and) was “good friends” with Mar -
ga ret Sang er, the founder of the Planned Par ent hood
abor tion busi ness, ac cord ing to the re port.

LifeNews.com

Apol ogy & Cor rec tion
Trust ing that many of our Morn ing Glory read -

ers caught the er ror on the front page of the Feb ru -
ary, 2017 is sue, we is sue our apol ogy and
cor rec tion.  It should have read: “The Friend of
Pub li cans And Sin ners.”  Sorry for the mis print!



The Pilgrim’s Progress From
Earth To Heaven 

Un der the Si mil i tude of a Dream

(By John Bun yan.  Writ ten in 
Bed ford Prison 1660 – 1672) 

STATION 1.  “The City of De struc tion where the
awak ened soul, clothed with rags, with his face from his
own house, a book in his hand, a bur den upon his back, is
weep ing and trem bling and groan ing – “what shall I do?”

The sin ner in his awak ened con di tion has lost all the
plea sures of life.  No body un der stood him, and many
thought he was mad.  Then came Evan ge list, ex horted him 
to flee from the wrath to come, and pointed him to the Nar -
row Gate and to the Cal vary light.  “Keep that light in your 
eye and go di rectly,” he was told.  

The awak ened soul be gan to run through many, even
his own fam ily, wanted to hold him back, but he put his
fin gers in his ears and ran on, cry ing: “Life!  Life!  Eter nal
life!”  So he ran and looked not be hind.   

STATION 11.  The Slough of De spond.  Ob sti nate
and Pli able had run af ter the Pil grim, who is now called
Chris tian, to fetch him back.  But he met Ob sti nate with: “I 
have laid my hand to the plough and I can not look back,
far less go back.”  Pli able, al ways quick to change his
mind, was greatly im pressed with the Pil grim’s stand and
went with him.  But he just wanted to hear about the sweet
things in Chris tian’s life and about heaven.  Be fore they
knew it, they bumped into a dread ful slough.  Pli able, “the
stony ground hearer,” now gave up, say ing, “Is this the
hap pi ness you told me of?” –and went back to the world.  
He was tested but found want ing.  But Pil grim strug gled
on and on.  He would have sunk in the slough if Help had
not pulled him out.  “Why did you not look for the Steps,
the pre cious prom ises of God,“ he said.  “I was so be set by
fear,” Chris tian an swered.

When the sin ner is awak ened to see his lost con di tion,
doubts and dis cour ag ing fears will arise with at tacks by
the devil, so the poor soul will of ten get away from the
STEPS, the Prom ises and fall into this Slough of
DESPOND.

STATION 7.  Cal vary. Now the Pil grim came to a hill
where there stood a cross and a lit tle be low it – a grave. 
Just as he came up to the Cross his bur den loosed from off
his shoul ders, fell from off his back and rolled into the
grave and “I saw it no more.” The bur den had been most
felt when the re lease was near at hand.   

Chris tian had looked unto the cru ci fied Re deemer and 
was re leased.  Happy and light ened he con fessed with joy:
“He hath given me rest by His sor row, and life by his
death.”  He stood still and won dered at what had hap -

pened—that just the sight of the cross should have given
him re lease.  He looked and looked and looked again,
Zech. 12:10, till the foun tain of tears opened—look ing
and weep ing for joy.

Now three Shin ing Ones ar rived, say ing, “Peace be to
thee.”  Then the first one said: “”Thy sins be for given
thee.”  The Sec ond stripped him of his rags, and clothed
him with Christ’s righ teous ness.  The Third one set a mark
on his fore head, and gave him a roll with a seal Zech. 3:4,
Eph. 1:13, which was the Holy Spirit of prom ise, say ing:
“You must of ten look upon this roll with its seal as you run
and give it in (as a cre den tial) at the gate of the New Je ru -
sa lem.”  The shin ing Ones then left.  Chris tian was now so
happy he gave three leaps for joy and went on his jour ney
sing ing:

“Thus far did I come loaden with my sin,
Nor could aught case the grief that I was in, 
Till I came hither: What a place is this!
Must here be the be gin ning of my bliss?
Must here the bur den fall from off my back?
Must here the strings that bound it to me crack?
Blest Cross!  Blest Sep ul chre! Blest rather be
The Man that there was put to shame for me.”

STATION 21. Land of Beul ah.   This is the Land of
the full ness of the bless ing of Christ.  The air was sweet
and pleas ant.  They heard the sing ing of the birds con tin u -
ally and the flow ers and trees were in bloom.  The sun was
shin ing night and day.  They were through with the Val ley
of the Shadow of Death.  They are out of the reach of Gi ant 
De spair.  They did not even see Doubt ing Cas tle.  They
were now in heaven’s bor der land.  The con tract (Ed. Cov -
e nant) be tween the Bride groom and Bride was here re -
newed.  Here they re joiced in hope, and the peace was like
a river.  They could see the New Je ru sa lem in the dis tance.  
Hope ful even cried out: If you see my be loved, tell Him I
am sick of love.”  He was so home sick for heaven.  “I don’t 
feel at home in the world any more.” 

STATION 22. The River of Death.  They came walk -
ing through the King’s Gar den and down to the River of
Death.  But it was the only thing that sep a rated them from
the Heav enly City.  There was no bridge across this River
and it seemed to be very deep.  They were now to en coun -
ter their last en emy, Death.  They asked, “Is there no other
way to the City?”  “Yes, but only Enoch and Eli jah have
been per mit ted to reach the City with out go ing through the 
River.  But the an gels will help you through, and the wa ter
will be deeper or shal lower ac cord ing to your faith.”  But
Chris tian sank deeper than Hope ful.  “I am sink ing in the
wa ters,” he cried.  “Be of good cheer, my brother, the bot -
tom is good,” said Hope ful.  But Chris tian had a sore con -
flict; so many sins came back to him both be fore and af ter
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his con ver sion.  But Hope ful, as he saw his brother’s sore
con flict, held his head up and cried into his ears: “Je sus
Christ maketh thee whole!  Be of good com fort.”  Then
the dark cloud broke and Chris tian called out: “Oh, I see
Him again.  He tells me, “When thou passeth through
the wa ters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers
they shall not over flow thee’.”  And now the river be -
came shal low and they got across.  On the far ther bank of
the River they were met by two Shin ing Ones that were to 
es cort them home to the heav enly city.  They wel comed
them and told them they were min is ter ing spir its sent
forth to min is ter to them who are to in herit sal va tion  So
they went on their way through the air to the city, hav ing
left their old gar ments in the River of Death.

STATION 23. The Heav enly City.  They went on
through the re gions of the air sweetly con vers ing with the 
glo ri ous com pan ions who told them:  “Now we are com -
ing to Mount Zion, the heav enly Je ru sa lem, the in nu mer -
a ble com pany of an gels and spir its of just men made
per fect.  We are com ing to the Par a dise of God where you 
can walk and talk with the King of Glory ev ery day
through out eter nity.  There shall be no sor row, af flic tion
or death.  You will soon be in com pany with Abra ham,
Isaac and Ja cob and all the saints.  There you shall reap
the fruit of all your prayers, tears and suf fer ing for the
King.  There you shall see Him as He is.  There you shall
en joy your friends who have gone be fore you, and you
shall with joy re ceive ev ery one that co mes af ter you.  At
last you shall sit in judg ment with Him over all the en e -
mies and re turn to glory and be with Him for ever.”

As they were draw ing near to the Gate of the City, a
holy com pany came out of the City to bid them wel come
shout ing: “Blessed are they that are called to the mar -
riage sup per of the Lamb.” Rev. 19:9.  Some of the
King’s an nounc ers also came out to an nounce their com -
ing with the blow ing of the trum pets.  They also sa luted
them with “Ten thou sand wel comes from the world.”  It
was as if heaven it self had come to wel come them—some 
go ing ahead and some fol low ing af ter in a holy pro ces -
sion as they ap proached the gate of the City.  All the bells
of the city now be gan ring ing their wel come to them, and
they be gan to re al ize that “half was never told,” no “eye
hath seen, nor ear heard, nei ther have en tered into the
heart of man, the things that God has pre pared for them
that love Him.”  

Over heaven’s gate was writ ten in let ters of gold:
“Blessed are they that do His com mand ments that they
may have right to the tree of life and may en ter in
through the gates into the city.” Rev. 22:14.

When the pil grims came up to the Gate, they de liv -
ered the cer tif i cates they had re ceived at Cal vary.  These
were taken to the King.  The King then com manded to

open the gate; that the righ teous ones might en ter in.
As the two pil grims en tered the City they were trans -

fig ured and their gar ments be came like shin ing gold and
harps were given them for praise, and crowns for honor. 
Then the bells of heaven again rang for joy, and it was
said: “En ter ye into the joy of the Lord.”  Then they be -
gan to sing the new song: “Bless ing, and honor and glory 
and power be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne and
unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”  

As the pil grims en tered, the city shone like the sun
and they walked upon the golden pave ment with crowns
upon their heads, palms in their hands and with golden
harps.  Then the an gels were sing ing, “Holy, Holy, Holy
is the Lord.”  Then the gates were shut and I wished my -
self among them.

But now I saw Ig no rance come to the River side.  He
had no trou ble with the ferryman, Vain Hope, helped him
across.  He even came to the gate of the City, but met with 
no en cour age ment.  He be gan to knock, say ing; “Open up 
to me.  I have eaten and drunk in His pres ence and He has
taught in our streets.”  Then he was asked for the Cal vary
cer tif i cate.  He fum bled in his bosom, but found none. 
“Have you none?” they asked.  He re mained speech less.  

The King then com manded the Shin ing Ones to take
him, bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer
dark ness.  They took him and put him through the side
door to hell where the hyp o crites en tered.  Then I saw that 
there was a way to hell, even from the gates of heaven, as
well as from the City of Destruction.

INNERMISSION CHURCH HISTORY, By P.
Ljostveit,Published by Hauge Lutheran Innermission

Federation, 1948.

Queen Victoria 
It is told that oc ca sion ally Queen Vic to ria

would go into the slums of Lon don.  One day she
went into a home to have tea with an older lady. 
When she rose to leave, the Queen asked, “Is there
any thing I can do for you?”

Se ri ously, the el derly lady re sponded: “Yes,
Your Maj esty.  You can meet me in Heaven.”  The
Queen turned to her and said softly, “”Yes, I’ll be
there, but only be cause of the blood that was shed
on the cross for you and for me.” 

“There fore I ex hort first of all that sup pli ca -
tions, prayers, in ter ces sions, and giv ing of thanks 
be made for all men, for kings and all who are in
au thor ity, that we lead a quiet and peace able life
in all god li ness and rev er ence… who de sires all
men to be saved and to come to the knowl edge of
the truth.” 1 Tim o thy 2:1-4. 



Religious Devotion

“For we maintain that a man is justified by
faith apart from works of the Law.” (Rom. 3:28)

This is the third in a se ries of ar ti cles about the con -
ver sion of Mar tin Lu ther.  The year 2017 marks the 500th

An ni ver sary of the Ref or ma tion, and we want to em pha -
size how Lu ther was con verted, for you will see el e ments 
in Lu ther’s con ver sion that are lack ing in most Chris tian
cir cles to day.

At this point in Lu ther’s life, he has been struck with
con vic tion of his sins, and then the ques tion arises as to
what to do to obtain for give ness.  The mo nas tic or der, of
which he was a member, de scribed var i ous religious
works of de vo tion that were sup posed to off set the bal -
ance of your life be fore God.  These in cluded not sim ply
char ity, so bri ety and love, but chas tity, pov erty, obe di -
ence, fastings, vig ils, and mortification of the flesh. If
you did enough good and de nied enough of your self, in
its evil ways, then the bal ance of heaven would tip in
your fa vor.  What ever good works a man might do to save 
him self, these Lu ther was re solved to per form.

“He fasted, some times three days on end with out a
crumb.  The sea sons of fast ing were more consoling to
him than those of feast ing. …he laid upon him self vig ils
and prayers in ex cess of those stip u lated by the rule.  He
cast off blan kets per mit ted him and well nigh froze him -
self to death.  At times he was proud of his sanc tity and
would say, ‘I have done noth ing wrong to day.’  Then mis -
giv ings would arise, “Have you fasted enough?  Are you
poor enough?”  He would then strip him self of all save
that which de cency re quired.  He be lieved in later life
that his aus teri ties had done per ma nent dam age to his di -
ges tion.

“I was a good monk, and I kept the rule of my or der
so strictly that I may say that if ever a monk got to heaven
by his monkery, it was I.  All my broth ers in the
monastery who knew me will bear this out.  If I had kept
on any lon ger, I would have killed my self with vig ils,
prayers, read ing, and other work.

“All such dras tic meth ods gave no sense of in ner
tran quil ity.  The pur pose of his striv ing was to com pen -
sate for his sins, but he could never feel that the led ger
was bal anced.” 1

The Trip to Rome

It was thought, by the Church in that day, that the
good ness of pre vi ous dead saints could be trans ferred to

liv ing peo ple.  The Church as so ci ated the dis pens ing of
the mer its of the saints with vis i ta tion of the rel ics of the
saints.  The great est col lec tion of these rel ics was in
Rome.

“Rome had [sup pos edly] a piece of Mo ses’ burn ing
bush and three hun dred par ti cles of the Holy In no cents.
…Rome has the chains of St. Paul and the scis sors with
which Em peror Domitian clipped the hair of St. John.
…A church had a coin payed to Ju das for be tray ing our
Lord. …still an other church pos sessed the twelve-foot
beam on which Ju das hung him self.  …In front of the
Lateran [Pal ace of the Popes] were the Scala Sancta,
twenty-eight stairs, sup pos edly those which once stood
in front of Pi late’s pal ace.  He who crawled up them on
hands and knees, re peat ing a Pa ter Noster [Our Fa ther]
for each one, could thereby re lease a soul from pur ga tory.

“[Lu ther] was climb ing Pi late’s stairs on hands and
knees, re peat ing a Pa ter Noster for each one and kiss ing
each step for good mea sure.  Lu ther re gret ted that his
own fa ther and mother were not yet dead and in pur ga -
tory so that he might con fer on them so sig nal a fa vor. 
Fail ing that, he had re solved to re lease Grampa Heine. 
The stairs were climbed, the Pa ter Nosters were re -
peated, the steps were kissed.  At the top, Lu ther raised
him self and ex claimed, not as leg end would have it, “The 
just shall live by faith!” – he was not that far ad vanced. 
What he said was, ‘Who knows whether it is so?’”2

Dear reader, are you try ing to ap pease God’s wrath
against you by your re li gious de vo tion?  Do you think
that your at ten dance in church, your giv ing of money to
the church, your re cep tion of the sac ra ments, your be ing
good and do ing good to oth ers will some how tip the
scales of God and outweigh the evil you have done?

Perhaps you be lieve:  “All that God ex pects of me is
that I do my best.”  Well, if you re ally be lieve that, have
you re ally done that?  Have you re ally done your ab so -
lute best with your en tire life?  Have you even ap -
proached the level of de vo tion that Lu ther at tained? 
Have you re ally fasted, prayed, con fessed, given away all 
but the bare ne ces si ties, read, prayed, wit nessed, been
kind enough, been good enough, de nied your self
enough?  Have you really put your en tire life, and all it
contains, into your de vo tion to God?  Is ev ery wak ing
mo ment of life con sumed with your good works to God? 
If it is n’t, then you are not do ing your best for God.

This is the ap proach that is nat u ral to fallen peo ple. 
“You get what you earn in this world.  If you are go ing to
make it to God, you must do enough your self to earn
God’s fa vor.”  When Adam and Eve sinned against God,
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2 Ibid, pgs. 36-38.
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and re al ized they were na ked, they “sewed fig leaves to -
gether and made them selves loin cov er ings.” (Gen, 3:7)

This ap peased their con science, but it did not ap pease
God.  “And the Lord God made gar ments of skin for
Adam and his wife, and clothed them.” (Gen. 3:21)   Their
at tempt to cover their nakedness be fore God didn’t
work.

If you have tried to earn God’s fa vor and for give -
ness by your good works and good ness of life – then you 
will find the same an swer that Lu ther found.  You might
ap pease your con science for a time, but you will never
have in ner as sur ance that this is true; because the nag -
ging ques tion will remain:  “Have I done enough?  Am I
good enough?”  If you wit nessed to five peo ple to day,
did God want six? or seven? or twenty?  How much
good do you have to do in or der to make your self holy in 
the eyes of God?  Are you sure?  Like Lu ther, your an -
swer to these ques tions will be this:  “Who knows
whether it is so?”

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Altar Building 

“And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and
said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and

there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who
appeared unto him.”  Genesis 12:7

This is the first ref er ence to Abra ham build ing an al -
tar in Scrip ture.  Build ing an al tar and mak ing sac ri fice
to God de notes to tal de pend ence and re li ance on Him.  It 
im plies say ing no to self and yes to God – in ef fect pre -
sent ing one’s self in sub mis sion to God as a sin ner trust -
ing him for gra cious han dling of one’s sin, and
dis count ing one’s value apart from His work.  Build ing
al tars be came a habit with godly Abra ham, the “friend
of God” (James 2:23), and he prac ticed it many times
dur ing his life (see also Gen e sis 12:8, 13:4, 18).

We can sur mise that at an early age, Abra ham’s son,
Isaac, was taught this same prac tice.  It does n’t seem
that Isaac mis un der stood or de bated the sit u a tion even
when he him self was iden ti fied as the sac ri fice to be
slaugh tered (Gen e sis 22:9).  He fully trusted and wor -
shiped the same God, and ev i dently agreed with Abra -
ham’s obe di ent act.  Later, Isaac him self prac ticed
al tar-build ing at least once on his own (26:25).

Com pare Abra ham and his fam ily to Lot and his
fam ily.  No where in Scrip ture does it say that Lot built
an al tar and rec og nized God as wor thy of wor ship.  No
doubt as a di rect re sult, Lot’s wife, sons and daugh ters
to tally re jected these ideas, pre fer ring the sin ful  prac -

tices and men tal ity of Sodom.  Lot was a true be liever (2 
Pe ter 2:7-8), but his life style and lack of “al tar-build -
ing” rubbed off on his fam ily, to the det ri ment of him self 
and the people of God ever since.

Here is the ques tion: Do we want to be Chris tians
who ig nore proper wor ship and to tal sub mis sion to God
and have fam i lies who do like wise?  We don’t build
phys i cal al tars to day, but we do need daily times of fam -
ily prayer.                                           John D. Mor ris, Ph.D. 

Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research–
Copyright © 2016, Permission Granted 

Ed i tor’s Note: We need to keep in mind and heart 
that lit er ally ‘al tar’ means “kill ing place” and ‘sac ri fice’
is given to please the one it is given unto, and the sac ri -
fice has no ‘re turn’ plans!

“I be seech you there fore, breth ren, by the mer cies
of God, that you pres ent your bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice,
holy, ac cept able to God, which is your rea son able ser -
vice.  And do not be con formed to this world, …” 
Romans 12:1 & 2a.  

The church of Sa tan

Sa tan does not of ten build a church of his own and
call it the First church of Sa tan, as he is far too clever for
that as a ‘de ceiver’.  In stead, he tries and does in fil trate
the theo log i cal Bi ble Schools and Sem i naries and the
PULPIT through the Pas tor and other re li gious lead ers! 
YES, in vad ing/de ceiv ing folk un der the cover of an or -
tho dox vo cab u lary – but emp ty ing sa cred terms of their
true bib li cal mean ing or denying their truth.

The Sword of the Spirit – the Bi ble—is the weapon
God has pro vided for us to use in this bat tle be tween
truth and de cep tion.   

Thus you who know ‘eter nity’ is too long to gam -
ble-on; use this en trusted weapon, the BIBLE, in wield -
ing the Sword of the Spirit (Bi ble) skill fully!  God’s
fol low ers need to know the truth He sets forth in His
Word so that we can con fi dently dis cern be tween His
truth and Sa tan’s lies.

Watch out for false proph ets.  They come to you in
sheep’s cloth ing, But in wardly they are fe ro cious
wolves.   Mat thew 7:15

Please prayer fully read: Mat thew 24, II Tim o thy 3
& 4:1-8.

P. S.  In a sense, we are not to be com par ing our selves 
with one an other and what oth ers are do ing or say ing (the
same is true in re gards to con gre ga tions etc.), BUT what
does the Eter nal Word of God (the Bi ble) say? That is the
ab so lute STANDARD/ PLUMB LINE!



The Devil Never Rests

“And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence
comest thou?  Then Satan answered the LORD, 

and said, From going to and fro in the earth,
and from walking up and down in it.”   Job 1:7

This re mark able scene in heaven pro vides us a strik -
ing pic ture of Sa tanic ac tiv ity.  The devil, in his op po si -
tion to God and His pro gram of sal va tion, ev i dently
never rests.  He is not om ni pres ent, like God, be cause he
is a fi nite (though very pow er ful and bril liant) cre ated be -
ing.  To ac com plish his goal there fore, he is never at rest
but keeps go ing from place to place and work ing de cep -
tion af ter de cep tion, bring ing ev ery one he can un der his
in flu ence (Ed. along with a ‘host’ of fallen/evil angels).

There fore, God ur gently warns us: “Be so ber, be vig -
i lant; be cause your ad ver sary the devil, as a roar ing lion, 
walketh about, seek ing whom he may de vour” (1 Pe ter
5:8).   

The same is true of the de monic spir its (Ed. an gels)
who have fol lowed the devil in his re bel lion against God.   
They never rest un til they can take pos ses sion of some
per son’s body and mind and then con trol that per son’s
be hav ior.  “When the un clean spirit is gone out of a man,
he walketh through dry places, seek ing rest, and findeth
none.  Then he saith, I will re turn into my house from
whence I came out” (Mat thew 12:43-44).   

This rest less ness that char ac ter izes the devil and his
de mons of ten also man i fests it self in the un saved, and
this will be the ul ti mate state of those who yield to the
pres sures of these evil spir its.  “They have no rest day nor 
night, who wor ship the beast and his im age, and who so -
ever receiveth the mark of his name” (Rev e la tion 14:11). 

True rest of soul is found only in Christ, with His for -
give ness, cleans ing, and guid ance: “Come unto Me, all
ye that la bour and are heavy laden and I will give you

rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls” (Mat thew 11:28-29).

          Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Institute for Creation Research – Copyright © 2016,
Permission Granted.

The Un stop pa ble Evan ge list 

“Nor do I count my life of value to my self, so that I
may joyfully fin ish my course and the min is try which I
have re ceived from the Lord Je sus, to tes tify to the Gos pel 
of the grace of God.” Acts 20:24. 

I once heard about an un stop pa ble evan ge list from
Af rica.  In or der for him to not be able to spread the Gos -
pel, the Mus lims cut off his feet just about at the an kle
bone.  He is not able to walk at all.  An Af ri can mis sion -
ary showed me a pic ture of this man, which I showed to
my family.  

He was sit ting on a don key, and I asked the ques tion,
“Does this man walk on those stubs?”  “No, he can’t do
that.  He crawls.”  And then I fo cused my at ten tion on his
knees.  If you have ever seen a big, old oak tree with thick 
bark with crev ices all over, that is what that man’s knees
looked like.   

I re mem ber a num ber of weeks later, it was rain ing
one Thurs day night when our fam ily as a rule goes out
and shares the Gos pel with oth ers.  It was rain ing, and I
said to my daugh ter, “Are you go ing out to night in this
rain?”

And she said, “If that man can crawl on his knees, I
can go out in my car in the rain.”

We should not al low ob sta cles to pre vent our ser vice
for Christ.

When we con sider that Je sus vol un tarily suf fered so
hor ri bly for us, then we should pray for the abil ity to fol -
low through on our ob li ga tions.

Lord, give me strength for to day to spread Your
Word.  For give me for al low ing petty ob sta cles to keep
me from do ing what You have called me to do.  Please,
bless richly those who suf fer for You who never shrink
back from their Chris tian duty…

BY GOD’S STRENGTH, WE CAN SERVE HIM
DESPITE SETBACKS.

Strength for Today, D. James Kennedy & Jerry
Newcombe, Copyright © 2017 D. James Kennedy

Ministries.
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 Martin Luther was again
definitely correct when he wrote:

 “The property of faith is not to
be proud of what the eyes sees, but

to rely on what the Word reveals.”   
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FOR THE 
CONCERNED READER:

The fol low ing in for ma tion is es pe cially for the con -
cerned reader of the Morn ing Glory.

The fol low ing is brief in for ma tion of the ob jec tives
and min is tries of the HAUGE LUTHERAN
INNERMISSION FEDERATION/ MORNING GLORY:

While the Fed er a tion has en joyed a long his tory
(officially or ga nized in 1920) among Lu theran Chris -
tians in many ar eas of this Coun try, there are those, es -
pe cially of the youn ger gen er a tion who are quite
un fa mil iar with the move ment.  The Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Federation is…

Pri mar ily a FREE MOVEMENT AMONG
LUTHERANS FOR SPIRITUAL LIFE.  It is not to be
con fused with any church body or synod.  Rather, it is a
fel low ship of Lu theran Chris tians work ing for re vival
and spir i tual life within the ex ist ing church/con gre ga -
tion and through out the Com mu nity.  The “Hauge con -
nec tion” iden ti fies the move ment his tor i cally with the
Haugean re viv als in Nor way which had such a pow er ful 
im pact upon that Na tion (Nor way) in the early nine -
teenth cen tury.  The HLIF to day ex ists as a REVIVAL
MOVEMENT, stress ing the des per ate need of spir i tual
awak en ing and new life in Je sus Christ.  This move ment 
is not only bib li cal and Lu theran, but piet ist ic and con -
ser va tive, which operates by FAITH.  

A LAY-WITNESS MINISTRY IN THE
HAUGEAN TRADITON.  Fol low ing his con ver sion to
Christ as a young farm gen tle man, Hans Niel sen Hauge
promptly felt the call from God to be a wit ness for Christ  
He be gan at once shar ing the Gos pel with his fam ily,
neigh bors and friends, and ul ti mately through out the
length and breadth of Nor way.  The Hauge Fed er a tion
to day is es sen tially a lay-move ment en cour ag ing spir i -
tual life and lead er ship among the lay peo ple.  While the 
in volve ment of pas tors and of church lead ers al ways
wel come, the work is directed largely by laymen.

A RESOURCE MINISTRY OF NURTURING
FELLOW BELIEVERS (Chris tians) AND FOR
EVANGELISM.  The Hauge Lu theran Innermission
Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory de sires to be a spir i tual re -
source pro vid ing as sis tance to pastors and con gre ga -
tions in their nur tur ing/evan ge lis tic ef forts.  As an
inter-Lu theran fel low ship, the Fed er a tion is not bound
by syn od i cal af fil i a tions but is sup port ive of all Lu -
theran church bod ies that are faith ful to the In spired
Word of God, the BIBLE.  Ba si cally the cur rent min is -
tries in clude; Hauge Bi ble Con fer ences, Evan ge lis tic
meet ings, Chris tian Lit er a ture and en cour ag ing lo cal
tes ti mony and fel low ship gath er ings.  For ex am ple: In

the Lit er a ture de part ment, we have a clas sic ser mon,
Sin ners in the Hands of an An gry God by Jon a than Ed -
wards; Mir ror of the Heart, au thor un known, which a
smaller book on the hid den forces of both God and Sa -
tan and their work on the heart of man, and a daily de vo -
tional book called Al tar Steps by Pas tor R. P.
Haakonson.

NATURALLY A PUBLISHER of the Morn ing
Glory – twelve is sues per year (Which sub scrip tion
price is a ‘free-will-do na tion’ at a minimum of ONE
dol lar per year – as re quired by our USA Gov’t, for a
non-profit Chris tian or ga ni za tion) for the home and
fam ily.  We trust by the Grace and Em pow er ment of
GOD, a re fresh ing Chris tian wit ness in print, fea tur ing
the best in de vo tional read ing, evan ge lis tic mes sages,
re li gious and sec u lar news, which ev ery con cerned per -
son should be in ter ested in, and a Trum pet Sound.  We
are seek ing to be faith ful in and through the
INFALLIBLE BIBLE MESSAGE, which is for ever set -
tled in HEAVEN!  AS con cerned folk, we en cour age
YOU also with your do na tion(s), to also in clude names
and ad dresses of oth ers whom you are con cerned about.
Send all cor re spon dence to: 

Morn ing Glory, 508 – 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN 
56529-1127.

Mount Zion

“THOSE who trust in the LORD Are like
Mount Zion.  Which cannot be moved, but

abides forever” Psalm 125:1.

Mere mor tal power shall fade and die,
And youth ful vigor cease; 
But we that wait upon the Lord
Shall feel our strength in crease.

“He who trusts in his own heart 
Is a fool, 
But who ever walks wisely 
Will be de liv ered.
      Prov erbs 28:26, Se lected



All Too Human 
(Please read Romans 7:14-25)

The trouble is with me, for I am all too
human.”  Romans 7:14 NLT

Brit ish writer Evelyn Waugh wielded his words in a
way that ac cen tu ated his char ac ter flaws.  Even tu ally the
nov el ist con verted to Chris tian ity, yet he still strug gled. 
One day a woman asked him, “Mr. Waugh, how can you
be have as you do and still call your self a Chris tian?” 
He re plied, “Madam, I may be as bad as you say.  But be -
lieve me, were it not for my re li gion, I would scarcely be a 
hu man be ing.”  

Waugh was wag ing the in ter nal bat tle the apos tle
Paul de scribes: “I want to do what is right, but I can’t”
(Rom. 7:18 NLT).  He fur ther ex plains, “In my in ner be -
ing I de light in God’s law; but I see an other law at work
in me…Who will res cue me from this body that is sub ject
to death?” (vv. 22-24).  And then the ex ul tant an swer:
“Thanks be to God who de liv ers me through Je sus
Christ our Lord!”  (v. 25). 

When we come in faith to Christ, ad mit ting our
wrong-do ing (Ed. SIN) and need of a Sav ior, we im me di -
ately be come a new cre ation.  But our spir i tual for ma tion
re mains in a life long jour ney.  As John the dis ci ple ob -
served: “Now we are chil dren of God, and what we will
be has not yet been made known.  But…when Christ ap -
pears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He
is” (1 John 3:2). 

Fa ther, we bring our strug gles (Ed. ‘strug gles’ be -
tween the old na ture and the NEW na ture) to You be -
cause You know all about them, yet You love us any way. 
Teach us to rely on Your Holy Spirit.  Make us more like
Your Son each day.

To be a Chris tian means to for give the in ex cus able,
be cause God has for given the in ex cus able in you. C. S.
Lewis

Our Daily Bread, © 2006 Our Daily Bread Ministries,
Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

FORGIVENESS!
Marvelous GRACE

AMAZING GRACE: As sin ners that con tinue to sin
(maybe es pe cially the sins of OMISSION)  can be and
ARE for given, be cause of the Aton ing Blood of Je sus
Christ; as we re pent of our sin and con fess the same be -
fore a Thrice HOLY God.  Thank God that through and

un der the BLOOD of JESUS we are to tally for given and 
jus ti fied in the realm of our Sov er eign GOD: in the eter -
nal realm, which is all-im por tant.  “But if we walk in the
light as He is in the light, we have fel low ship with one
an other, and the blood of Je sus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin.  If we con fess our sins, He is faith ful
and just to for give us our sins and to cleanse us from all
un righ teous ness.” 1 John 1:7 & 9.  “’I, even I, am He
who blots out your trans gres sions for My own sake; And I 
will not re mem ber your sins.’” Isa iah 43:25, for ex am ple
also: 1 John 2:12.  

BUT there is a con di tion on our part as we pray in 
“The Lord’s Prayer.”   “For if you for give men their
tres passes, your heav enly Fa ther will also for give you.  
But if you do not for give men their tres passes, nei ther
will your Fa ther for give your tres passes.” Mat thew
6:14-15.  There are other Scrip ture por tions that state the
same Scrip tural truths.

The com mand to for give as we have been for given
can be at times very dif fi cult to obey, but must be fol -
lowed through.

Is n’t it good that ‘for give ness’ is a mat ter of a per -
son’s WILL and not ‘our’ emo tions/feel ings?  When the
‘will’ is def i nitely ‘will ing’ and prac ticed, the ‘good-feel -
ings’ may follow!   

If we are at fault in any way we need to face it hon -
estly and seek God’s for give ness.  Then we need to ask
the per son to for give us as well – even if they may re fuse.

“Bear ing with one an other, and for giv ing one an -
other, if any one has a com plaint against an other; even as 
Christ for gave you, so you also must do.” Colossians
3:13.   

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

CHAIN REACTION 
If we be come tol er ant of those who are tol er ant of

com pro mise, we will fi nally so re gard the com pro mise it -
self.  Then we will em brace the very com pro mise we once
op posed.  Once com pro mise be comes our pos ture, the
things of sin will shortly be come our portion.

Chris tians are far more likely to drift into sin than fall 
into it.

Think About it. — Se lected

15

“Since you were precious in My sight,… And I
have loved you; …”

Isa iah 43:4.



16

noissi
mre

n
nI 

nare
h t

u
L eg

ua
H

 re t
ne

C 
g

n ilia
M 

& 
g

ni
 p

pi
h

S tI-
d

ne
S  

o/c

 .e
v

A tt
ocl

A tse
W 

6
2

0
1

7
3

5
6

5 
N

M ,slla
F s

u
gre

F

Vol ume XCIX  •  Num ber 4 • April, 2017
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

t
a 

di
a

P 
e

g
 at

s
o

P 
sl

a
 c i

d
 oi r

e
P

7
3

5
6

5  
N

M ,
sll

a
F 

s
u

gr
e

F

UpDate
FLOOD GATES!

Please read the en tire chap ter of Isa iah 59.
“When the en emy co mes in like a flood.” 
Some may say that the fol low ing is ‘neg a tive’

and that is okay; for then JESUS and HIS WORD are 
in def i nite ‘har mony’ with the same!

It ap pears to me that the ‘flood-gates’ of SIN
have be come ram pant in these very days you and I
are liv ing in!  AND if the “Stan dard” (the BIBLE,
Law and Gos pel) is not boldly pro claimed, SIN and
all its’ co-horts will win! Hardly any thing is called
by its’ name to day as SIN; un less openly en snared as
SIN; But God never changes His mind in re gards to
the same: Galatians 3:24 – “There fore the law was
our tu tor to bring us to Christ, that we might be jus -
ti fied by faith.”   ROMANS 7:7-14.   

Many years ago there was a de voted leader to the 
good cause un der the ti tle: ‘WCTU’. He rep ri -
manded me for not be ing more in volved in the same.  
AND my re sponse was some what the fol low ing: As
good as the cause is, it is sig nif i cantly more im por -
tant that we seek to have the whole per son changed:
and given a NEW HEART by GOD!  The wor thy
cause of the WCTU is good only for the sec u -
lar/phys i cal be hav ior; while a heart-trans plant is
good for time and Eter nity!   Herein is where the vi tal 
ne ces sity of shar ing God’s Law and Gos pel (In Cal -
vary’s Love) is so im por tant by ‘in di vid u als’ like
you and me and from be hind the sa cred desk (pul pit)
for the bet ter ment of our great USA and wher ever
you may be!  You and I may be a Blood-bought ‘ves -
sel’ in do ing the same by per son ally, to gether in
spread ing God’s In cor rupt ible SEED (Isa iah
55:1-11, 1 Pe ter 1:23-25) through the lo cal con gre -
ga tion, printed word (Morn ing Glory) etc.

Will YOU help us to main tain the same by your
prayers, fi nan cial gifts and en cour age ment as a
Christian ‘team mate’?  I am sure that, for each true
‘be liever’, when ‘we’ meet JESUS face to face, ‘we’
want to hear the words from ‘our’ Sav ior, “Well
done, good and faith ful ser vant”!  

Feb ru ary’s in come for the Morn ing Glory was
approx. $2,165.00.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,100.  In ad di tion to
the above costs, there are ad min is tra tive costs so it
takes about $3,600 per month to keep the Morn ing
Glory and the Hauge Lu theran Innermision Fed er a -
tion alive fi nan cially, and then ad di tional ex penses
for Hauge Bi ble Con fer ences.

Sum mer Bi ble Con fer ence 
Of The Hauge Lu theran 
Innermission Fed er a tion 

The Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion/Morn ing Glory will hold a Sum mer Bi ble Con -
fer ence on at Bagley, Min ne sota.  The dates are  June
23-25.

The cur rent scheduled guest speaker is Dr. Craig
Jennings.  Ad di tional speak ers are still pend ing at
this time.

Pray that people will come from near and far
with a hun ger for the WORD of GOD and Chris tian
fel low ship, and that Christ may be glo ri fied!

We are looking for ward to see ing YOU in at ten -
dance, and please pray spe cif i cally for this Hauge
Bi ble Con fer ence.

WELCOME!


